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South Cañon Trails
# of Trails: 12
Total Mileage: 20 miles

Canon Rim Trail

land ceded
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royal gorge park trails
# of Trails: 14
Total Mileage: 18 miles

1920’s

Linda Bennett 
and the Canon 
City High School 
Environmental 
Club submit 
plans to turn the 
old landfill into a 
county park. 

Fremont County 
Landfill, located 
off Temple 
Canyon Road, 
closes. 

Cañon City 
Recreation and 
Park District 
aquires land from 
the Cotter Natural 
Resource Funds 
and an easement 
(and eventual 
donation of 160 
acres of land) 
from Walter and 
Gloria Schepp, 
allowing for 
construction of a 
trailhead and 
parking lot to 
begin. BLM and 
Fremont County 
assist in planning. 

Congressman Guy 
U. Hardy petitions 
the US Senate to 
cede over 5,000 
acres of land 
surrounding the 
Royal Gorge to 
the City of Cañon 
City. Plans were 
made to create an 
electric rail line to 
the top. It was 
never completed. 

The Mile High 
Youth Corps, 
under direction 
of the Cañon City 
RRPD, begins 
construction of 
the 1.7 mile trail. 
Cost was $37.5K, 
covered by a 
GoCo grant. 

royal gorge fire
On June 11, the 
Royal Gorge Fire, 
started by human 
means, burns over 
3,218 acres and 48 
structures at the 
Royal Gorge 
Bridge & Park. No 
humans or 
animals at the 
park are harmed. 

trail unveil
FAR hosts the 
‘Trail Unveil’, 
showcasing the 
newest 3.5 miles 
of trail - including 
FAR Out and 
Summit View - 
added ot the 
system. 

Mile HIgh Youth 
Coprs completes 
FAR Out. 

The City pledges 
$80K to redeck 
the historic 
Royal Gorge 
Scenic train 
trestles, which 
reach Point Alta 
Vista. Adjacent 
property owner 
Ty Seufer 
re-decks the 
trestles on his 
property, which 
will allow public 
access. 

Terra Firma 
finishes both 
trails, which add 4 
new miles of trail 
to the west end of 
the Royal Gorge 
Park trails. Twisted 
Cistern connects 
the upper parking 
lot with the lower 
parking area. The 
City of Cañon City 
expands the East 
Ridge 
Campground. FAR 
assists with 
funding. 

twisted cistern completed, work 
begins on One track mind

ccrd SECURES LAND

The BLM Royal 
Gorge office gives 
the project the 
‘green light’. FAR 
recives a grant for 
the South Cañon 
construction, 
which will include 
Hard Time, 
Redemption, and 
Great Escape. 
Singletrack Trails, 
Terra Firma Trails, 
Tony Boone Trails, 
and the Mile High 
Youth Corps all 
contribute.

Adventurous 
motorists head 
to the Royal 
Gorge via Priest 
Canyon. The 
grade is so 
steep that cars 
are forced to 
drive in reverse. 
The Reel 
California girls 
host visitors at 
Vista Hogan. 

motorists head to 
the gorge

Workmen for the 
Denver & Rio 
Grande railroad 
discover the 
temple while 
building a 
narrow-gauge rail 
bed from Canon 
to Westcliffe. 

temple canyon 
‘discovered’

With the help of 
Congressman 
Guy U. Hardy, the 
park is given to 
the City through 
an act of 
congress. 

temple canyon 
ceded to city

The local YMCA, 
Boy Scouts, and 
civic groups 
sponsor hikes to 
the area. 
Impovements 
are made during 
the depression, 
including picnic 
area, stone 
fireplaces, 
parking spots, 
and outdoor 
restrooms. 

development

point alta vista

Fremont County, 
Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, FAR, 
BLM, the City of 
Cañon City, and 
the CCRPD cut 
the red ribbon to 
open South 
Cañon Trails, 
including the 
Eagle Wing 
Tralhead. Cost 
was officially 
$250K for 10 
miles of trail and 
connected South 
Cañon, Ecology 
Park, Section 13, 
and the 
Riverwalk.  

South canon 
officially opens

CONSTRUCTION 
BEGINS

FAR is granted a 
Colorado Parks 
& Wildlife grant 
to complete the 
Great Escape 
trail to Temple 
Canyon. 

FAR is awarded cpw 
grant

the trifecta
Terra Firma Trails 
completes The 
Maze, Darkside of 
the Moon, and 
Dreamweaver. 

FAR assists with 
trail design 
financing, 
equipment, and 
trail signage. 
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Terra Firma trails 
will complete the 
connection from 
Great Escape to 
Temple Canyon. 

connection 
completed

One Track Mind, 
which links Made 
in the Shade with 
Point Alta Vista, 
will be completed 
by Terra Firma 
Trails, with 
financial help from 
FAR. Tunnel Drive 
to Royal Gorge 
Trail is in process. 

one track mind

1929

The Royal Gorge 
Bridge, spanning 
1,260 feet and 
soaring 955 feet 
above the 
Arkansas, is 
completed. It was 
built in 6 months 
for $35K, and not 
one was hurt 
during the build. 

royal gorge bridge

trails built
Terra Firma trails 
begins extending 
Cañon Rim and 
additional trails. 
FAR supports 
with funding and 
trail design work. 

fremont county trail development timelines

Section 13
LAMBA uses 
existing road 
and asks BLM to 
create single 
track within the 
area. 

Utilized 
firefighter labor 
to cut upper 
loop in one day. 

Plans submitted 
to develop 
ecology park 
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Oil Well Flats
# of Trails: 9
Total Mileage: 14 mils

1988

Tony Boone Trails  
(with financing 
from FAR) 
completes 
‘MOOve Over’, a 
1.5-mile trail that 
completes the 
trail system.  

The Mile High 
Youth Corps, with 
BLM, does 
finishing work on 
Island in the Sky.

red canyon road constructed
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Red Canyon park
# of Trails: 0 (no formally established)
Total Mileage: n/a

1924

Local volunteers 
used hoes, 
shovels, axes, 
and 14 horse 
teams to grade 
Red Canyon 
Road, which 
connected to 
Hwy 50 at Soda 
Point (near the 
Territorial 
Prison).  

Congressman Guy 
U. Hardy 
sucessfully 
petitions the US 
Senate to have 
Red Canyon park 
to the City of 
Cañon City. 

1931

The Cañon City 
High School 
band gives a 
concert at the 
natural 
amphitheater in 
Red Canyon 
Park. 

Pioneer 
Monument is 
established, with 
a bronze plaque 
placed on the 
rock. Two of the 
original settlers 
were present for 
the ceremony. 

CCHS concert
cchs Concert

she’s done!

A wildfire 
tears through 
Oil Well Flats, 
altering the 
landscape of 
Unconformity 
and Fire 
Canyon. 

there’s oil in 
them hills
The nation’s 
second oil well is 
placed in the 
Garden Park area. 
Dinosaur bones 
are found in 
Garden Park. 

building
BLM and 
Volunteers for 
Outdoor 
Colorado host 
45 volunteers 
to build 7,920 
feet of trail. 

wildfire
BLM 
Recreation 
Manager 
Kalem Lenard 
designs and 
flags the 
corridor for 
early trails. 

BLM planning

FAR and BLM 
host a 
volunteer 
days to cut 
trail in early 
sections of Oil 
Well. 

volunteer work

Arrowhead 
Trails cuts the 
frontside of 
Island in the 
Sky trail. 

island in the sky

island in the sky
FAR provides 
funding for 
machinery and 
equipment to 
continue trail 
construction. 
Backside of 
Island in the 
Sky is 
completed. 

Mile High 
Youth Corps 
continues 
holding work 
days to 
complete 
trails within 
the system. 

construction
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hogbacks open 
space
# of Trails: 4
Total Mileage: 6 mils

2008

The Hogbacks 
area is closed to 
all uses.

In November, 
voters pass 
Referendum 2A, 
creatomg an 
‘open space,’  
thanks to the 
Skyline 
Hogbacks 
Preservation 
Campaign, 
spearheaded by 
Keith Hovland, 
and Monica 
McGowan. 

2009

Mile High Youth 
Corps begins 
work on the 
Dakota Ridge 
trail. Graneros is 
also begun, built 
by Tony Boone 
Trails. 
Construction on 
Old Skyline 
begins. 
Assistance 
provided by the 
Garden Park 
Paleontology 
Society, the 
BLM, and Brian 
LeDoux. 

construction!

The City of 
Cañon City 
recieves a 
GOCO grant for 
$75K to develop 
a plan for the 
Hogbacks Open 
Space and 
Recreation Area. 

closure 

Plan devised

Representatives 
of the 
community, City 
Council, City 
Departments, 
and special 
interest groups 
release a final 
draft of the 
plan. 

hogbacks open 
space & recreation 
area plan

FAR provides 
maintenance for 
Graneros. 

FAR assistance

FAR helps to 
finance the 
completion of 
Dakora Ridge. 
Mile High Youth 
Corps cuts the 
trail. 

dakota ridge

Built by prison 
inmate labor, 
Skyline Drive  
construction 
begins at 5th 
street. Inmates 
were allowed 10 
days deducted 
from their 
sentence for 
every month 
they worked on 
the road. 

skyline drive


